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FOREWORD .
This bock on Skamanla County is one of an original ssariss bedng deveted to
the history end present nabur of agriculture in each of the thirts nine countles

of the State of Washington, "This projeet was ini*iated in 1956 through funds
made available by Swerre N. ,wahl, Director, Washmgton State Department of
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Department of Agriculture unde:r the Research and Marketing Act of 1916,
County agricultural data books are 1ntended to serve o variety of needs.

Contimually changing coaditions in a dynamic state such as Washinglon rath..z‘e

constant planning by groups sad individuals both in private suterprise and public
service, Comprshensive wnowledge of land resources, pepulation and agricultural-
econorde trends 1n 8 loceld _area such as Slcamania County ia of great value, This
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agriculture and social siudies teachers in Skamania County schools, It has been
devised also to inform adulte interested in knowing more about their immediate
ares, as well as persons and enterprises concerned with agricultural preducticn
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Carefully selected geographie facts, agricultural history, population trends
statisiiical data ere mcluded to give an over-all appreciation of Skamania

. |
Countvy The amumerations of the United States (ansuses af Ponulati nr; snd Aoyl
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Skamania County in 1854, Facts on topography, scil, climate and forests which

influence farming are integrated from surveys and reports of government agencies,
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Estimates of leading crops by years since 1939 by the Washington Crop and Live-
stook Reporting Service provide a measure of the trend in the agriculture of the -
county farm industry,

Acknowledgment is accorded the profeassional work of several psrsons, Immeds
iate direction was under Emery C, Wilecox, Agricultural Statistician in Chavge,
Estimstes Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, United States Department of
Agriculture, Supervision, research and eartographic illustration was performed
by Dr, Waodrow R, Clevingar, Market Analyst, Washirgton State Department of Agrie
oulture, lLloyd J. Mercer, graduste student in Lgricultural Economics, Washington
State University and resident of Addy, Stevens County, wrote the sections on
pattern of agriculture, orops, livestock and markebing end collected much original
information, Mr, Richard Perry, of the Washington State Department of Agricule-
ture, and Leonard W, Orvold, D, W, Barrowman, Agricultural Statisticians, Agrie
oultural Marketing Service, United States Department of Agriculture, gave valuahle
assistance, 7The clerisal stafr of the Washington Crop and Livestock Reporting
Service prepmd tabular material for the book, :

. Ja Do Duyer, Director
Washington State Dapartment of Agriculturs

‘O’lympia,, Washington

Decembeir 15, 1959
8 bulledin provided Ly the Washington State Deparisent
wat'e matqohed by the United Stades Depaxtment of Agriculturs
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Crop and 7ivest:u' Reporting. Service Bulletdn N

PART I o
_ History of Skamamia Oount.y T
‘. Introduction Ve ;;_; S ..":,...,.;1 s

L Skamania Gounty, luca'oed in the southwestern porbion of the state, 1193
-entirely within the Cascade. Mounteins and is’ bordered on the-south by the
- Columbia Riven Gorges The -main range of the Cascades biseots the county from
. northeast to southwest.: The county is over 95 percent forested with more than
». 70 parcent of.the area. included. in .the @ifford Pinchot Nafifonal Forest. Only
. about two.percent of the area is in farrs, with about one-tenth.of that total
being cropped acreage. The agriculture of Skamanis’ County ie coenfined almost
entirely to low benchlands along the Columbia and to the lower Valleye of the
White Salmon, Wind and- Waahougal Rivers. :
Fruit farming has been ths most importan'b type of fa.rming in Skamania
- . County since’ pioneer deys, -Iivestock farming is next.in-importance although
. . forest products sold from farms are of almost equalivalue; ' Skamania ranks
.Eixteenth among Washington counties in the productioniof fruits and mits and
ranks seventeenth in the sale of forast- products from farms, -Virtually no
- field erops are produced other thap as feed for livestock, - Total acreage dee
.-voted to .crops has declined over the years prinecipally. becauaa of tha declining
acreage - devoted to, the product:i.on of livestock feedm .
Today agriculture is far aurpaasad rby lumber manufanturing as a’ soxmca of
income and employment. The county?’s 240 farms produced products valued at
- §787,000_1in 195k,  Among Washington gountias, Skamania Yanke thirty-seventh in
the value of farm products golds - . <~

#

= Skamania Ccmnty has an ares of . 1,676 square mi];es, making 11; the twen‘by-

o fqurth la.rgeat Washington county, - The county 's- 1955. population:wag aboud .

_ 5,200, Population denaity :ls sparse wit.h an aVerage oi' anly three peraons per
.Bquaremilawm"- S * . s
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2 Skamania County, Wachingbon

History 1/

The first white men to enter the present Skamanis County area were members
of the lewis and Clark expedition which descended the Columbis River in Noveme
ber 1805, The Klickitat Indians were the main inhabitants of the area before
the coning of the white man. These Indians were related in language and cul~
ture to the Yakima, Tenino, Umatilla, Cayuse and Nez Perce tribes who lived 3
along the banks of the Columbia and its tributaries in southern Washington and
northern Oregon, The Kiickitats were horsemen who moved about over large
areas, They wintered at £ishing sites along southern Washington rivers and -
spent their summers moving about in the Cascade Mountzins and plateaus hunting
game and collecting roots and berries, They preferred the more open uplands
of the interior to the brushier forests of the west slope of the Cascades,
Although they ranged inte Skamania County and camped along the Columbia River,
they ugually lived in parts of the present Klickitat County along the Columbila
River gorge, Their favorite mountain foodegathering area was the Mount Adams
distriot and the valley of the Klickitat River,

White settlemsnt of Skamania County procseded slowly. In 1825, the great
British fur trading enterprise, the Hudson Bay Company, established the first
permanent settlement at Fort Vancouver in Clark County. Travel by voyageurs
on their way to the northern fur country represented the next. phase in the
vhite man's development of the country. Some of these Rudson Bay French and
English traders and trappers stayed on to settle along the Columbia and its

tributaries in northern Oregon and southern Washington, Permanent settlement
was sloved because of joint occupstion of the area by both the United States s
gnd Great Britain prior to 1846 and by the Indian Wars, 18551858,

. Settlement did proceed despite these and other difficulties. The first .
American settlement was made at Upper Cascades in 1852, Settlers came by
wagon train to take up donation land claims and to buy land at $1,25 per acre,
Skamania County was oreated from the eastern part of Clark County on March 5,
185k bty the Washington Territorial Legislature, It was the rinth county to be
formed and wag the first one with any portion of its area emst of the Cascades,
Skamanis is an Indian word meaning Yswift river® and refers to the swift cure
rents of the Columbia River, The village of Cascades at the foot of Cascades
rapids was chosen as the county seat,
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3/ This historical summary has been derived from five sources:

(1) Perry, Richard ¥,, The Counties of Washingten, Olympia, Seoretary
of State, State of Washing'bon, 19L3, (Mimeographed),
{2) Malecolm Higgina, Skamania, County History), pp, 1hl-l43, The Book
’ of Counties 3, a publication of the Weshington State Asscciations
, Eou.nty C asionere and County Enginsers in oooparation with the
State College of Washington, 195k,
(3) Fred Lockley and Marshall N, Dana, More Power to Yau. The Oregon
Journal, . Portland, Oregon, 193k,
(L) Told By the Piongera, Washington Pionesr Project, Works Project
Rdministration Federal Project No. 5641, Vol, 11X, 1936,
(5) The Coast, A Magasine of Town and County¥y Life, Seattle, Washington,
‘Octobar, 1910,
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Mre L, F, Iman, one of the first American settlers, came to Skamania
County by oxwteam in 1852, He built a waterepowered sawmill near the present
site of Stevenson, . Using lumber from his mill, he and Mr. Shepphardson built
the countyts first schoolhouse on the Shepphardson claim, The town of Stevene
son was laid out in 1893 on the Shepphardson donation land claim,

Growth of agriculture was very slow, Most of the population was employed
in river transportation during the first few decades of the county's existence,
The first steamboat on what is termed the Middle River was the James P. Flint,
built at Cagcades bty D, F, and P, F, Bradford and Captatn J, O, Van Bergen in
1851, The Flint was hauled over the Cascade rapids the next year and operated
between the Upper Cascades and The Dalles, In 1862, the Oregon Steam Navie
gation Company tuilt a partage railroad ercund the Cascade rapids on the Washe
ington side of the river, W, R. Kilburn had vuilt & portage road on the Oregon
side in 1855,

Because of the heavy volume of river traffie during the steamboat eva,
there was much agitation for a canal and locks around the Cascade rapids,
Work on this project was started in December 1878 and with many interruptions
continued until November 5, 1896 when the locks were turned over to the governe
ment, .Throughout this period a large part of the county!s population was
employed on this project and in producing the cordwood used for fuel on the
ﬁver stgamers. The county!s population stood at 770 in 1890 compared with

0 in 1870, .

Early settlers were generally interested in both lumbering and farming,
The Wind River Valley ares around Carson was settled in 1868, Although lum-
bering was a major industry, fruit production was started on a limited scale,
The flow of settlers into the region incrsased in the decade between 1870 and
1860, This early rush was ereated by the Homestead Act of 1862 which granted
160 acres acres free, The Mt, Pleasant area in the southwest part of the
county wae settled by pilonsers interested in farming and lumbering in 1878,

Stevenson became the county seat; but not without political maneuvering,
County records wére foreibly moved from the town of Cascades to Stevenson one
night in 1893, Cascades was badly damaged by the great flood of 1894 so the
county geat was left at Stevenson, According to L, F, Iman about 20 people
lived in Stevenson at that time. -

During the 1890's the county started to grow rapidly., Population more
than doubled during that decsde with 1,690 persons living in the county by
1900, Fruit production became an important enterprise, The Fruit Crowers
Union was formed at Underwood in the White Salmen Valley in 1898 with W, F.
Cash as the first president. The group worked to develop the shipment of fruit
from the area and to promote fruit production, Dairy and livestock farming
also became more important during this period as the size of the local market
inereased. In 1905, the Spokane, Portland and Seattle Railrocad btuilt a line
bthrough the county, greatly insreasing the availability of outside markets,
By 1910 the county had a population of 2,890 with the increase in settlement
attributed to the growing agricultural production of the county and the ine
ereass in lumbering,

Skamania County's population declined from 2,890 to 2,360 between 1910
and 1920, Farms reached a new high of 246 in 1920 while land in farms dropped
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: ... forest products frnm farms ie increasing as a aource of inceme,

b ot Skamania County, Washingben B

-10.26,C00-acres compared -with 40,000 atres in 1900, -Dairy.and fruit farming
became the two most important farm enterprises, Milk production totaled

2,900,000 pounds with sales from farms being about 473,000 pounds, There wers
.about 56,000 frult trees in the county with apples (31,000) being the nost
important: Plums, prunes. and pears werd the other leading types of fruit
grown.

SO

Lunbering actlvity Pesulted in an incraase'in population to 2,890 by 1930,

‘- Agriculturally, the county remained: about the.same -although some increase in

farm nunbers occurred, Construction.of Bonnewillse Dam led to the.next period
of growth in the county, Work on the dam staried in November 1933 and lasted

. about- tiires years, The averagg number of men employed during construction was

about 2,000, - North Bonneville was established at the site t¢ bescome one of

. the county's two principal towns, .Skamania County’s population rose to 4,630

by 1940,

. Duieing the decade of 19L0-1950- Skamania County's sgriculture changed at a
rapid pace to a part-time basis, Many people.lived on small farms-in Skamanis
- County and commuted to work in the industrial tenters of Fortland, Vaencouver
angd- Camas during World War II, Others worked in the forest industry while
farming part-time, The county's population increased slightly during the

decade, reaching h,790 in 1950, -

" Lumber produotion almost doubled between 1950 and 195&, going from 28
million board feet to 52 million board feet in that period, As a result, the
county experienced another period of .growth with its 1955 population estimated
.at 5,200; Forest insect infestation, resulting in a speeding-up of cutting
"in Gifford Pinchot. National Forest, has been an important factor in the -Fecent
1umbenUQg boom. ‘ S . . |

Al

Fawming in Skamania County in; the 1950'3 coneiats 1argely of either. part-

. time fruit farming or livestock farming, -Comsiderable amounts of fruit are

still shipped to nearby and eastern metropolitan areas. Production of dairy
and. poultry products for loecal consumption‘is also important,. The sale of

s - $

Today the rural—farm ponulation, numbering about 925 persons, operates

' 240 farms, Of these, 70 farms are operated on a commercial basis and 170 are

part~-time and residential farms with low incomes from sale of farm products,
. Value . of farm property has inoreased and haa neached a new high estimates at

$2,950,000, L
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